
 

 

 

 

 

Preliminary Statement 
 

Gender Election Observation Mission (GEOM) Morocco 2026  

by Gender Concerns International 

 

Rabat, 24th of September 2026 

 

The Head of Mission, Sabra Bano, congratulates the National Human Rights Council of the Kingdom 
of Morocco, the Ministry of Interior, and Election Management Bodies in organizing and conduction 
free and fair parliamentary elections in Morocco, held on 23rd September 2026. She extends sincere 
appreciation to civil society organizations for their diligent contribution to the organization and conduct 
of the elections.  

The GEOM team of international observers conducted the mission at various polling stations, mainly in 
the areas of Rabat, Casablanca, Kenitra, Mohammedia, Salé, Anfa, Maarif, Bouskoura, Mediouna, and 
Mehdia. The Mission observed all-day-long election proceedings of the day including Opening, 
Closing and Counting of the polls from a gender perspective.  

This has been a historical election, marking the highest number of women as candidates. The Mission 
also noted an increased participation of women in election management bodies and election 
administration, as well as a notable increase in women’s participation as voters. 

This statement reflects only the initial findings and observation made on Election Day and during the 
Pre-election phase. The Final report will be issued later detailing the findings and recommendations 
indicated here after internal analysis and tabulation procedures are concluded. 

 

The Mission noted:  

- An increase in number of female voters. 

- While a significant number of women served as members of polling staff, a dominated majority 
of polling station Heads remained male.  

- There has been an increase in the representation of women as party political agents. 

- There has been less or no support for disabled and elderly male and female voters. 

- Polling staff has been helpful in assisting voters. 

- The need for further support in the area of voter education has been observed in most of the 
polling stations.  

- The current voter list at polling stations remains hindersome to identify the number of male and 
female voters.  

- The participation of women in the counting proceeding has increased.  

 



More about Gender Concerns  

Gender Concerns International is a Gender and Development organization based in The Hague, the 
Netherlands with offices in Asia and the MENA region. GEOM primarily focuses on promoting 
inclusive governance and it supports gender parity in electoral processes in order to enable women to 
obtain leadership positions and key decision-making roles. As a signatory to the Declaration of 
Principles for International Election Observation (DoP), the GEOM instrument represents the 
importance of incorporating and enhancing a gender dimension to international election observation. 

Gender Concerns International has extensive experience in election observation in Morocco, having 
conducted Gender Election Observation Missions for the 2011 and 2016 Parliamentary Elections, the 
2015 Local Elections, and the 2021 Legislative, Regional and Municipal Elections in Morocco. Other 
GEOMs have also been conducted in countries including Pakistan (2008 and 2013), Tunisia 
(2011 and 2014), Libya (2012), Myanmar (2015), and The Netherlands (2017, 2021). 
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