Director Bano to Reflect on IWD Message Delivered by Madeleine Albright

On 4 March 2021 from 12pm CET, the European
Parliament in the Netherlands is organizing IWD
2021. Former United States Minister of Foreign
Affairs Madeleine Albright's International Women’s
Day speech will be broadcasted from the European
Parliament in Brussels. International Gender
Champion and Director of Gender Concerns
International Sabra Bano has been invited to reflect on
the keynote speech of Madeleine Albright at this
occasion. The IWD event is dedicated to the
empowerment and leadership of women during current
Covid-19 situation.
Read more...

Webinar: Gender Election Observation Mission (GEOM) The Netherlands 2021

With reference to upcoming Dutch Elections and
International Women's Day, H. E. Sakiqi the
Ambassador of Albania to the Kingdom of The
Netherlands and Chair of Women Ambassadors Group
to The Netherlands organises a webinar, co-organised
with Gender Concerns International.

Read more...

Electoral Parity is a Gateway to Parity in Governance
A System Overhaul Tool GEOM Nederland 2021

As a follow up to its GEOM 2017, Gender Concerns
International is preparing to observe upcoming Dutch
elections from gender perspective. More details will
follow later.
The verified candidate list has demonstrated evidence
of slow progress in achieving gender parity at the
decision-making level in The Netherlands. Currently,
only 23 out of 31 political parties have nominated less
than 50% women as their candidates.

Read more...

IWD 2021 Inspiring Leaders

This International Women’s Day, women who have
made a difference to changing the status quo in
governance leadership are celebrated. This day is
commemorated as a day to reflect on the efforts and
advancements women have made to the strengthening
of women’s rights and the inclusion of women in
global decision making positions. They are there on
their individual merit that has won the hearts and
minds of firstly their party peers and then the voters.

Read more...

Myanmar: Fear for Safety and Security of Women Parliamentarians
and Civil Society Leaders

After the military fired the Myanmar Ambassador to
the UN for condemning their actions on an
international stage, we are once again reminded by
how much bravery it takes to stand up for democracy
and human rights, especially for those protesting in the
country. In 2015, we deployed the Gender Election
Observation Mission in Myanmar, and believed this
was a new era of democracy, and have great
admiration for those who are working to reinstate this.

Read more...

Afghanistan: Doha Peace Talks
Women Are Hopeful

The Doha peace talks are underway and are at a
crucial stage. They can either go a long way in
advancing the women rights movement in Afghanistan
or set back the progress made so far by years. Hence,
it is incredibly important that the International
Community continues to support women in
Afghanistan.
Ms. Fawzia Koofi, peace negotiator in Doha and first
woman former Deputy Speaker of Parliament in
Afghanistan, tweeted last night that “Just finished
another day of negotiation with Taliban. To end the
long suffering of my people is the only passion keeps
me moving in this process, I hope we will achieve
that”. Ms. Kofi’s determination, hard work and hope
is reflective of millions of Afghans who wish to have
peace, security, democracy, and development in
Afghanistan.

Read more...

Celebrating 17 Years of International Change Making Engagement

Gender Concerns International celebrates 17 years of
advocating for "Recognition", "Respect" and
"Resources" for women and women’s collectivized
organisational work. To mark this milestone the team
has produced a short documentary highlighting the
work carried out over the past 17 years. Even during
this global pandemic, the organisation continues to
advocate for proportional representation of women of
ethnic and cultural minorities, women with disabilities
and global gender parity within the political and policy
making structures.

Click here for video

Dutch CSOs Contribute to the 64th Session of the Commission on the Status of
Women

The 65th session of Commission on Status of Women
will commence from 15 March to 26 March 2021
under the theme women's full and effective
participation and decision-making in public life, as
well as the elimination of violence, for achieving
gender equality and the empowerment of all
women and girls. Gender Concerns has contributed to
CSW65 agreed conclusions on the protection of
women in electoral and governance procedures. With
expertise in working with electoral bodies, systems,
and ground realities from The Netherlands to
Myanmar and Libya, the inclusion of electoral
protection procedures for women, comes as welcome
news. We wish concerned parties a smooth negotiation
processes ahead of reaching at the Agreed
Conclusions.
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