
Europe and Women in Egypt  

During the time of the revolution it looked like gender relations in Egypt 

would change for the better. There was a sense of unity – a popular uprising 

had overthrown a 28 year old dictatorship and it had been done by both 

men and women, working together. Howev-

er, the gains made by Egyptian women are 

slowly slipping away. Egyptian women still 

have to overcome a lot of obstacles in post-

revolutionary Egypt. Even though they participated actively in the revolutionary 

process, they still feel excluded from the political decision making process.  

Gender Concerns International has been very active in Egypt and the MENA Region since the Arab Spring. In Febru-

ary 2011, the organisation participated in the joint hearing of “Women for Transformation” organized by the Euro-

pean Parliament in Strasbourg. At the time of  this hearing, Sabra Bano, the director of Gender Concerns Interna-

tional, discussed with other representatives of active women’s organisations in the MENA Region, the European 

policy community as well as the public about the role of women during the Arab Spring and the need to support 

these women to make their voices heard. The driving questions of the hearing were:  

 What could be ways to establish a sustainable democratic change that ensures gender equality and a strong-

er political representation of women?  

 What are the obstacles that women’s rights organisations are facing in their political work today?  

 How can the EU support women’s organisations to make their voices heard in the current reform debates?  

In March 2012, Sabra Bano was invited as a guest speaker to attend a meeting hosted by 

the Mashreq delegation at the European Parliament in Brussels. Ms. Bano spoke about 

the impact and consequences of the Egyptian Revolution on women.  

 

 



 

As a follow-up of Ms. Bano’s speech at the Mashreq delega-

tion in Brussels, Gender Concerns International facilitated a 

Round Table Discussion in Cairo with the topic “Europe and 

Women in Egypt, current concerns and posed challenges: 

lessons learnt and action required, gender Agenda 2012” on 

1st May 2012. Members of the European Parliament and 

some high-level representatives of Egyptian women’s organi-

sations attended the discussion.  

The Round Table Discussion was aimed at connecting Egyp-

tian women’s organisations with the European Parliament in 

order to get support for the vi-

sions and concerns of the women in the new structures of Egyptian governance. The 

discussion was attended by different Members of the European Parliament headed by 

Mário David, the chairmen of the Delegation for relations with Mashreq countries, as 

well as famous Egyptian women’s rights activists like Hoda Badran, the president of the 

Alliance of Arab Women, Buthaina Kamel, the first woman to run for presidency in 

Egypt, Mona Zulficar, a prominent Egyptian lawyer and a member of the National Coun-

cil for Human Rights and other important representatives of the Egyptian civil society.  


